Referring to the problems created by the rapid increase of population in many countries of Asia, Prime Minister Nehru declared that although some people were "greatly alarmed" by this situation, he felt that the end of the world was not in sight just because statisticians were producing "fancy figures" to show how many people there might be in a given country soand-so many years hence.
The problem of population growth was, of course, highly important and raising overall standards of living would be difficult unless the rapid increase were checked.
But it was necessary to get away from the habit of discussing the matter either "academically" or "heatedly" and to take a balanced view of the whole ciuestion while at the same time not getting "cold feet" about adopting whatever measures were necessary towards solving the problem. Welcoming the delegates on behalf of the Government of India, which is host this year for the third time to annual meetings of the WHO Regional Committee, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Minister of Health, expressed the hope that in future it would be possible "to get more money into the coffers of WHO" so as to make it possible for the Organization to meet a larger portion of the increasing demands of the member countries for its services. However, she added that it was gratifying to note how much had been achieved even with the little that had been made available so far. 
